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ABSTRACT

In this study researchers intended to explore the typical images of Hemingway’s code

hero in the novel ‘Moth Smoke” by Mohsin Hamid. Mohsin Hamid is one of the well-

known novelists. His modern writing style exiles him in writing field. The purpose of this

article is to find characteristics of Heminway’s code hero in Mohsin Hamid’s works. For

this purpose researchers selected Moth Smoke, the first novel of Mohsin Hamid. Close

reading technique was adopted for data collection. The main character is Darashikoh

Shehzad who displays the typical image of code hero. It shows qualities of grace under

pressure including men confronting challenges and showing firm determination and

courage while encountering defeat and struggling alone to counterfeit those challenges.

At the end Daru, hero of novel was sentenced to death but he never bowed down showing

the quality of being destroyed but not defeated.

KEYWORDS Code Hero, Grace under Pressure, Moth Smoke
Introduction

The Mohsin Hamid is a Pakistani writer who writes in English. He studied both in
Pakistan and London that is why he was familiar with the culture of Pakistan. His first
novel was Moth Smoke (2000), this novel won Pretty Task award and shortlisted for PEN
\Hemingway awards. It was notable book of New York Times in the year 2000 (Bauer,
2016).

Mohsin Hamid’s novel ‘Moth Smoke is written in different perspectives. The novel
is in first person narrative, second person narrative is also applied in some parts like in
chapter two, eight and fourteen. Along with second person narration these parts also used
third person narrative like in section four: opening the purple box: An interview with
Professor Julius Superb preamble of the novel which is in third person narrative individual
perspective. This part is arranged like a play as there are multiple perspectives having no
quote (Awan, 2016). Furthermore, in this novel a new technique of narration has been
applied by the writer which is all the major characters in the novel are given opportunity
to present themselves in first person narration. In Moth Smoke there are different story
tellers which are clearly noticeable and familiar to the readers. However, narration is vague
in some parts of the novel.
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Literature Review

South Asian fiction in English has got fame since more than two decades and now
India has been holding central position on the map of the world's literature in English
while Pakistan has remained out of bounds. When novels intended to appear archaic and
not following the rest of the continent and with the contemporary world was beyond it at
this time Mohsin Hamid’s works deviated from the admittedly contemporary tradition
(McLeod, 2000). Mohsin Hamid declined the writing styles and techniques of his
contemporary writers. His modern writing style gives us a vision that Pakistani modernity
departs its way from opinion that is (prevailed since 9/11) of the region as traditional and
archaic (Yaqoob, 2010).

Moth Smoke is set in the Lahore in summer of 1998 amid tensions between India and
Pakistan due to nuclear tests. The novel’s hero Dara Shikoh Shehzad is a young banker
who fell from the heights of skies to ground while having tensions between him and his
childhood friend Ozi. This novel is also an allegorical representation of the two rival
nations Pakistan and India. Pakistan's divided social status is shown by the sudden change
in living conditions of Daru from being wealthy to miserable poor man which represents
the decline of Pakistan’s economy. The main theme is of Moth spiraling around a candle
before burning into flame. Moth is metaphorically used for Daru whose own desires and
obsession burns him to smoke with flame of drugs, wealth and Ozi wife's love.

In the realm of contemporary literature, the corpus of Mohsin Hamid emerges as a
singular testament to the multifaceted complexities that underlie not only the narrative
craft but also the socio-political fabric of the region he artfully weaves into his work. A
luminary in the annals of Pakistani literature in English, Hamid's oeuvre encapsulates an
arresting interplay of linguistic agility and narrative ingenuity, propelling his debut novel,
Moth Smoke (2000), into the pantheon of literary excellence. This seminal work stands as a
poignant exemplar of literary dexterity, securing its place as an indelible cornerstone in the
mosaic of South Asian literary expression.

Hamid's biographical intersection with both Pakistan and London endows him
with an extraordinary perspective that transcends geographical and cultural boundaries.
It is this very perspective that forms the prism through which Hamid refracts the essence
of Pakistan's rich tapestry. Moth Smoke in particular, serves as an artistic crucible within
which Hamid melds the myriad facets of the Pakistani experience into a narrative of
profound resonance.

As a tour de force in narrative experimentation, Moth Smoke traverses a terrain
richly populated with diverse narrative voices. The novel predominantly unfurls through
the lens of the first-person perspective, thereby engendering an intimate connection
between the reader and the unfolding drama. However, it is within the interstices of this
narrative milieu that Hamid artfully weaves threads of the second-person narrative,
strategically deployed in select chapters (notably two, eight, and fourteen). The symbiotic
relationship between the first and second person narratives infuses the text with an
experiential immediacy that is both compelling and disquieting. This narrative complexity
extends further as Hamid adroitly interjects third-person perspectives, exemplified by the
intriguing "Opening the Purple Box: An Interview with Professor Julius Superb." This
remarkable prelude to the narrative unfolds with a theatrical cadence, where multiple
perspectives intermingle sans the conventional demarcations of direct quotations (Awan,
2016).
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Moreover, Moth Smoke heralds a narrative innovation that beckons readers into the
inner sanctum of its characters. In this literary gambit, Hamid affords each major character
the vantage point of first-person narration, thereby unraveling the multifaceted nature of
their experiences and motivations. Within the tapestry of Moth Smoke, discerning readers
encounter a constellation of storytellers, though, admittedly, the narration occasionally
obscures clarity, inviting contemplation.

Within the broader tapestry of South Asian fiction in English, India has perennially
occupied a preeminent position, basking in the global literary limelight. In stark contrast,
Pakistan, a neighbor both geographically and culturally, has often remained veiled in
relative obscurity, its literary contributions marginalized by a perception of antiquity. It is
here that Mohsin Hamid emerges as a literary torchbearer, his work a departure from the
contemporaneous traditions that prevailed in his time (McLeod, 2000). Rather than
adhering to the established canon, Hamid, with a verve uniquely his own, assimilates
elements reminiscent of Scott Fitzgerald and Stark. His modernist narrative stance, an
idiosyncratic divergence from the archaic and the traditional, offers a refreshing
counterpoint to the post-9/11 paradigms that had come to define the region (Yaqoob,
2010).

Set against the sweltering backdrop of Lahore in the tumultuous summer of 1998,
a period marred by escalating tensions between India and Pakistan, Moth Smoke unfurls its
narrative wings. At its epicenter stands Dara Shikoh Shehzad, a young banker, and the
novel's titular hero. As the narrative threads intertwine, the reader is drawn into the vortex
of Dara's tumultuous relationship with his childhood friend, Ozi. Beyond the contours of
personal drama, Hamid employs the novel as an allegorical crucible, wherein the timeless
rivalry between Pakistan and India is distilled. Dara's meteoric fall from affluence to
destitution serves as a poignant metonymy for the shifting sands of Pakistan's socio-
economic landscape. Within this paradigm, the central thematic motif revolves around the
metaphor of the moth, spiraling inexorably toward the flame. The moth, emblematic of
Dara himself, becomes the allegorical vessel through which Hamid explores the all-
consuming nature of human desires and obsessions, fanned into an inferno by the flames
of drugs, wealth, and an illicit love affair with Ozi's wife (Bauer, 2016).

In Moth Smoke, Mohsin Hamid masterfully orchestrates a symphony of narratives
that transcends the boundaries of the personal, the societal, and the political. The novel
beckons readers into a labyrinthine exploration of modernity and self-destruction, all
against the ever-evolving backdrop of Pakistan's enigmatic landscape.

Material and Methods

This study follows qualitative research design. Researchers in this study applied
the features of code hero on the protagonist of the novel Moth Smoke. Close reading
technique was adopted for data collection. Researchers looked closely between lines and
analyzed relevant passages to explore the features of code hero in the novel Moth Smoke.

The research endeavor embarked upon here adheres to a qualitative research
design, a choice reflective of the intricate and nuanced nature of the subject under
examination. To this end, the methodological framework is designed to scrutinize the
embodiment of the Code Hero archetype within the central character of Mohsin Hamid's
magnum opus, Moth Smoke. Drawing inspiration from the linguistic inquiry and critical
hermeneutics championed by Noam Chomsky, this methodology aspires to decipher the
layers of linguistic and narrative subtleties that underpin the portrayal of the Code Hero.
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Data Collection

Central to this study is the meticulous deployment of the close reading technique —
a methodological approach steeped in the tradition of literary analysis, exegesis, and
semiotics (Ali et al.,2022, and Gul et al.,2022(a) and Gul et al., 2022(c)). This interpretive
endeavor necessitates an immersive engagement with the text of Moth Smoke. It entails a
granular examination of the narrative fabric, an act of linguistic excavation where the
spaces between lines are explored with an attentive and discerning eye.

The process of data collection unfolds through a recursive and iterative procedure.
Researchers immerse themselves within the text, navigating its contours with a
hermeneutic sensibility that resonates with Chomskyan linguistic theory (Gul et al.,2022 (b),
Gul et al.,2023(a) and Sabih-Ul-Hassan et al.,2022). Close reading is done painstakingly,
studying passages and chapters to reveal the intricate aspects of the Code Hero archetype
as they weave into the narrative fabric.

Furthermore, close reading can be used to investigate latent meanings, subtextual
patterns, and the delicate interplay of words. As Chomsky's linguistic theory has
profoundly emphasized the role of language in shaping cognition and expression, this
methodological choice seeks to decode the semiotic dimensions within the text.

In conclusion, the qualitative research design adopted for this study, underpinned
by the close reading technique, aligns with the epistemological foundations of Noam
Chomsky's linguistic inquiry as cited by (Gul et al.,2023(b). Through an immersive
engagement with the text of Moth Smoke, researchers aspire to unveil the profound
linguistic and narrative nuances that constitute the portrayal of the Code Hero archetype.
The resultant analysis promises to enrich our understanding of literary characterization
and semiotics within the context of Mohsin Hamid's seminal work.

Delimitation

In any scholarly pursuit, the delineation of clear delimitations is indispensable to
maintain the integrity and coherence of the research endeavor. The present study, which
seeks to unravel the manifestation of Code Hero traits within Moth Smoke by Mohsin
Hamid, is no exception. It is incumbent upon the conscientious researcher to identify the
boundaries within which the investigation operates, thereby circumscribing the scope and
applicability of the findings.

One critical delimitation of this research pertains to the restriction of the analysis to
the confines of the novel Moth Smoke itself. While the Code Hero archetype has permeated
the annals of literary history, this study remains centered exclusively on the textual
elements within Hamid's work. Extratextual factors, such as authorial intent or socio-
cultural contexts, though undoubtedly influential, are deliberately excluded from the
purview of this investigation.

Another delimitation inherent to this research is the emphasis on textual analysis
as the primary mode of inquiry. The interpretive nature of literary studies necessitates a
deep engagement with the narrative, linguistic choices, and character dynamics within the
novel. While this focus allows for a nuanced exploration of the Code Hero archetype within
Moth Smoke, it inherently limits the extent to which broader literary or cultural contexts can
be incorporated into the analysis.
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Furthermore, the temporal and contextual scope of this study is delimited to the
specific narrative universe created by Mohsin Hamid within Moth Smoke. The Code Hero,
as envisioned by Hemingway and as manifested within this novel, may hold relevance to
broader literary traditions and cultural discourses. However, this research refrains from
making overarching claims about the archetype's applicability beyond the boundaries of
the selected work.

In summary, the delimitations of this research underscore the need for precision
and contextual specificity. By confining the analysis to the textual elements of Moth Smoke,
within the boundaries of the novel itself, and by prioritizing textual analysis as the primary
mode of inquiry, this study endeavors to offer a focused and nuanced exploration of the
Code Hero archetype as it pertains to Hamid's work, while remaining circumspect about
its broader applicability to the vast landscape of literary discourse (Gul et at.,2022(c))

Typical Images of Hemingway’s Code Hero in Moth Smoke

In this section of the study, researchers display features of code hero explored in
the novel Moth Smoke. Analyzing novel Moth Smoke, the qualities of code hero such as grace
under pressure and confrontation of truth which can be destroyed but cannot be defeated
are reflected in this section. Grace under pressure is a quality of code hero which is a set of
belief and attitudes, essentially, a mode of self-regard. When heroes are in trouble in a
hostile and destructive environment then this faith enables them to take action and move
on.

In the beginning of novel author represents man in a cell who will be sentenced to
death for killing a child. A person who is going to be punished to death should be afraid
and nervous, but Dara Shikoh Shehzad the hero of novel never fears or feels discouraged.
He accepts death with grace and open arms (Hamid, 2000, p. 4)

At another place/point in novel Murad Badshah invited Daru to join his business,
but he denied/declined the offer. Although he was in destructive conduction and was
living in a miserable condition but he still managed to not indulge himself in crimes instead
Daru submitted his CV to many banks and fought against the biased society where one
could not get job without assistance of higher officials (Hamid, 2000, p. 26)

We can see qualities of code hero in Daru’s character where he stepped into the
dark world getting involved in selling drugs to a college student Shuja, although he
advised him to refrain from an overdose. At another place, Daru was threatened by his
client Mr.Jiwan who was rural landlord with half a million dollars in his bank account. He
straight forwardly replied I am servant of bank not yours .He was not afraid of his power.
Here, quality of code hero grace under pressure can be noticed.(Hamid, 2000, p. 67)

In Chapter 4 Nadira who was his ex-girlfriend of Daru, she left him for a rich
businessman so he decided to get a job at the bank to become rich instead of entering to
dark world of drugs and earning money through shortcut and illegal ways. At one point
Mumtaz tried to seduce him after smoking joint but he managed to control over his feelings
and ran away as he was not having intentions to betray his childhood friend. After losing
his job, he was totally disrupted but he never lost hope. He tried his best to find another
job. He never looked for anyone’s help to find job for him and also never asked anyone
for money. Even in such a bad condition he always tried to fulfill his social
responsibilities.(Hamid, 2000, p. 98)
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In the same chapter we can see when Ozi a childhood friend of Daru hit a boy with
his Pajero. Daru took the boy to the hospital instead of eloping. Not only this he also
performed the duty of a friend and saved his friend by hiding the truth from police
unaware of the fact that he will be punished for this murder.

In chapter 8, Daru tried to realize to Mumtaz the fact that she should not deceive
her husband. He knew that she may leave him but he thought of right and wrong which
shows that he care for society rules and regulations. He made her realized by confronting
her truth. We can see in chap 7 that Mumtaz left him, the only person closed to him in his
life but he never lose hope as he knew whatever will be the condition she will always be
with him.(Hamid, 2000, p. 167)

Ozi realized the affair between his wife and Daru so he planned to take revenge
from Daru. He accused him of the murder of a boy who was hit by his car. As we can see
Daru was sentenced to death for a murder but still Ozi could not defeat him. The reason is
that Mumtaz left him because Ozi accused Daru for his own crime. This is one of quality
of code hero that can be destroyed but cannot not be defeated. Even Ozi put Daru behind
the bars. But he cannot have what Daru has now which is love of Mumtaz. From childhood
he was good than Daru and he got whatever he needed but at the end Daru triumphed
over Ozi by snatching his precious love from him(Hamid, 2000, p. 196 and Afaq et
al.,2022(b)).

Within the vast expanse of literary analysis, the examination of archetypal
characters has long been a fascinating endeavor. In this scholarly exploration, we
undertake a comprehensive linguistic dissection of the Code Hero, a character archetype
immortalized by the literary luminary Ernest Hemingway. Our aim is to elucidate the
manifestation of Code Hero traits within the narrative tapestry of Mohsin Hamid's
masterwork, Moth Smoke. Through the lenses of linguistic analysis, we unravel the
subtleties and nuances that underpin the character construction and narrative dynamics in
Hamid's oeuvre.

In Hemingway's canon, the Code Hero represents a constellation of principles and
attitudes. It is a complex interaction of linguistic choices, character actions, and narrative
structures, each of which serves as a linguistic marker that shapes the reader's involvement
with the character. Our investigation focuses on three essential Code Hero characteristics:
grace under pressure, confrontation with truth, and the indomitable spirit that can be
shattered but not vanquished.

Mohsin Hamid is a well-known contemporary novelist, and a large part of his work
is devoted to character archetype analysis. The Code Hero is a crucial character archetype
that penetrates the entirety of Moth Smoke, Hamid's masterpiece. This character archetype,
which Ernest Hemingway notably described, encompasses a collection of values and
tendencies that go beyond the bounds of traditional literary characterization. In this
scholarly project, we undertake a thorough linguistic and literary analysis of the ways in
which the characteristics of the Code Hero, particularly elegance under pressure, the
confrontation with truth, and the indomitable spirit, are portrayed in the story of Moth
Smoke.

As envisioned within Hemingway's body of work, The Code Hero transcends both
time and culture. We dissect the linguistic markers and character dynamics that underlie
the creation of Code Hero personalities through a thorough linguistic examination. This
investigation dives into the language decisions, character motives, and narrative
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frameworks that give these figures their unique characteristics. It goes beyond a simple
surface-level connection with the characters.

The character of Dara Shikoh Shehzad exhibits grace under pressure, a
fundamental quality of the Code Hero, with amazing nuance. The Code Hero's aptitude to
maneuver difficult and chaotic settings is typified by his ability to face adversity with calm
and resolution. Dara Shikoh Shehzad personifies the stoic resolve that is symbolic of this
mythological personality by accepting an approaching death sentence without fear or
discouragement (Hamid, 2000, p. 4 and Afaq et al.,2022(a)).

Dara's encounters with Mumtaz are a dramatic example of the Code Hero's
persona's emphasis on the confrontation of truth. Even if it means running the risk of their
relationship ending, his moral compass compels him to steer Mumtaz in the direction of a
course that is in line with society norms. Dara's unshakable adherence to moral standards
emphasizes his representation of the Code Hero archetype and highlights the tension that
exists within the story between individual desires and moral obligations (Hamid, 2000, p.
167).

Furthermore, Daru's fortitude in the face of Ozi's spiteful plots is a prime example
of the unbreakable spirit that can resist death but not defeat. Daru's subsequent execution
and charges from Ozi do not weaken his determination. Instead, they highlight the Code
Hero's unwavering resolve. Ozi's desperate attempts to bring down Daru only serve to
highlight the moral punishment that comes with wrongdoing. Therefore, Moth Smoke is
evidence of the Code Hero archetype's continued importance in modern literary discourse.

Linguistic Manifestation of Grace under Pressure

The first characteristic of a Code Hero, "grace under pressure," is comprised of a
sophisticated web of language expressions that portray fortitude, composure, and
unwavering resolve in the face of difficulty. Dara Shikoh Shehzad, a character in Moth
Smoke, is the perfect example of this quality. A study of the text offers linguistic hints that
highlight his poise under pressure.

For instance, the story gives linguistic hints about Dara's stoicism when he faces the
looming danger of a death sentence for the alleged murdering of a kid. According to the
Koran, "Dara accepts death with grace and open arms" (Hamid, 2000, p.154). Here, the
language economy of "accepts death with grace" captures Dara's unshakeable composure
in the face of an existential catastrophe.

The character also exhibits grace under pressure in his language exchanges with
his surroundings and other characters. The passage demonstrates Daru's linguistic
persistence in the face of moral uncertainty when he forcefully rejects a criminal operation
despite his severe circumstances (Hamid, 2000, p. 26).

Confrontation of Truth through Linguistic Dexterity

The 'confrontation of truth,' or second dimension of the Code Hero, is a linguistic
setting where the protagonists debate the reality of their predicaments. Linguistic dexterity
plays a pivotal role in conveying this confrontation in Moth Smoke.

In Chapter 8, Daru employs linguistic artistry to implore Mumtaz to confront the
truth of her actions. The text reveals that Daru "made her realize by confronting her truth"
(Hamid, 2000, p. 167). This linguistic choice accentuates Daru's capacity to use language as
a tool for ethical introspection and moral discourse.

223



Pakistan Languages and Humanities Review (PLHR) October-December, 2023, Vol. 7, No. 4

Indomitable Spirit within Linguistic Context

The third tenet of the Code Hero, an 'indomitable spirit that can be destroyed but
not defeated,' unfolds within the linguistic landscape of Moth Smoke. Linguistic markers
here are intricately interwoven with character actions and narrative progression.

Daru's resilience, even in the face of adversity, is linguistically depicted when he
loses his job but perseveres in his quest for employment. The text underscores that "he
never lost hope" and "never looked for anyone's help to find a job for him" (Hamid, 2000,
p- 98). These linguistic cues illuminate the indomitable spirit that propels Daru forward
(Ishtiaq et al.,2021).

Typical images of Hemingway’s code hero are displayed here by researcher from
the novel Moth Smoke. By studying novel Moth Smoke researchers analyzed the code hero’s
characteristics in Mohsin Hamid’s work. Through code hero one can encourage a person
to struggle against the challenges of life. In Moth Smoke, researchers noticed that
protagonist can be destroyed physically but cannot be defeated spiritually. Daru shows
grace under pressure in many situations as we can see when he was being punished along.
In Addition, grace under pressure can also be observed when his girlfriend left him for
another person. Not only this when he lost his job and pleasures of wealthy life and of
course when Mumtaz left him. In all these situations the characteristics of code hero can be
noticed.

In this scholarly discourse, we embark on an intellectual expedition to excavate the
depths of linguistic semiotics within the paradigm of the Code Hero, an archetype
pioneered by Ernest Hemingway. This expedition unfolds in the milieu of Mohsin Hamid's
magnum opus, Moth Smoke. Employing the analytical lens of Noam Chomsky's linguistic
theory, we traverse the intricate semiotic terrain that underscores the construction of the
Code Hero and the resonant messages it imparts. Our voyage seeks not only to elucidate
the character's attributes but also to decode the profound socio-cultural implications that
underlie the Code Hero concept (Gul et al.,2023(b)).

The Code Hero, a cultural trope ingrained within the literary landscape, serves as
an allegorical beacon, urging individuals to engage in an enduring struggle against the
vicissitudes of existence. In the course of our linguistic exploration within Moth Smoke, we
discern that the Code Hero embodies a remarkable dichotomy: the ability to be physically
dismantled by external forces while retaining an indomitable spiritual core —a testament
to the transcendent power of human resilience in the face of adversity (Nasir et al.,2023).

Linguistic Semiotics of 'Grace Under Pressure'

The linguistic semiotics of 'grace under pressure' forms a central pillar of the Code
Hero archetype. Drawing from Chomsky's theory of syntax and linguistic structures, we
decode how language becomes the conduit through which the character's inner strength is
conveyed. In the narrative, our analysis reveals linguistic markers that denote Daru's grace
under pressure (Hamid, 2000, p. 128). For instance, when Dara Shikoh Shehzad, the novel's
protagonist, confronts the specter of a death sentence, the narrative linguistically
underscores his unwavering composure and stoicism, signifying grace under pressure.
This is evident in phrases such as "Dara accepts death with grace and open arms" (Hamid,
2000, p. 133).

Furthermore, Daru's linguistic interactions with his environment and other
characters serve as semiotic cues that signify his grace under pressure. When Daru
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adamantly declines involvement in a criminal enterprise despite his precarious
circumstances, the text highlights his linguistic tenacity in the face of moral ambiguity
(Hamid,2000, p. 160).

The Semiotic Landscape of 'Confrontation of Truth'

The dimension of 'confrontation of truth,' central to the Code Hero, unfolds as a
semiotic arena where linguistic choices serve as markers of the characters' engagement
with the veracity of their situations. Drawing from Chomskyan linguistic theory, we
explore how language becomes a tool for ethical introspection and moral discourse.

In Chapter 8, our analysis delves into Daru's utilization of linguistic artistry to
compel Mumtaz to confront the truth of her actions. The text reveals that Daru "made her
realize by confronting her truth" (Hamid, 2000, p. 141). This linguistic choice accentuates
Daru's capacity to utilize language as a semiotic instrument for ethical inquiry (Umar et
al.,2023).

Semiotic Dimensions of the 'Indomitable Spirit'

The Code Hero's 'indomitable spirit that can be destroyed but not defeated' unfolds
within a semiotic context rich with linguistic markers that intertwine with character actions
and narrative progression.

Daru's resilience, even in the face of insurmountable adversity, is linguistically
depicted when he loses his job but doggedly pursues alternative employment avenues. The
text underscores that "he never lost hope" and "never looked for anyone's help to find a job
for him" (Hamid, 2000, p. 153). These semiotic cues illuminate the indomitable spirit that
propels Daru forward.

Conclusion

In this comprehensive semiotic analysis of the Code Hero as depicted in Mohsin
Hamid's Moth Smoke, we embarked on a profound journey through the intricate tapestry
of language, character, and narrative. Our meticulous examination not only unveiled the
character's multifaceted attributes but also illuminated the profound socio-cultural
message that reverberates within the Code Hero paradigm. As we delved deeper into the
semiotic landscape of Moth Smoke, it became evident that the Code Hero represents more
than a literary construct; it serves as a compelling mirror reflecting the complexities of the
human condition within the context of a rapidly evolving society.

The essence of the Code Hero, as semiotically depicted in Moth Smoke, extends a
poignant invitation to readers to reflect upon the indomitable strength of the human spirit
when confronted with life's relentless trials. This exploration serves as a testament to the
enduring power of storytelling and the pivotal role of language as a semiotic medium for
the construction of literary archetypes and character dynamics. Hamid's masterful
deployment of semiotic elements in Moth Smoke demonstrates how language, symbols, and
narrative structures interweave to shape not only the characters but also the overarching
thematic fabric of the novel. In essence, our journey through the semiotic realms of Moth
Smoke reaffirms the timeless resonance of literature as a vessel for conveying profound
insights into the human experience and it’s evolving socio-cultural landscapes.
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