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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this article is to offer a stylistic analysis of Gregory Lynn Valentine Jr.’s
poem “This Cruel, Cruel World.” Based on patterns in both syntax and semantics,
Understanding the core idea of the poem that individuals are capable of both hatred and
forgiveness, begins with an examination of this interpretation. Gregory Lynn provides an
interesting framework for literary analysis and stylistic analysis because of the way
metaphor and structure work together to effectively examine the human condition. The
title announces a study of life’s harsh realities and serves as a thematic anchor. Gregory
carefully crafts a story that examines the precarious balance between hope and despair,
using expressive language and vivid imagery. The poem’s structure uses a rhythmic
cadence to represent the ebb and flow of emotions, reflecting life’s unpredictability.
Gregory invites readers to reflect on the profound complexities inherent in the human
experience through his deft use of metaphors and symbolism. A world that is cruel but
yet has an eerie beauty is explored in the title itself, which is a moving preface. The poem’s
thematic depth goes beyond simple melancholy; it also shows moments of resiliency and
the unwavering spirit that faces hardship head-on. Gregory creates succinct but impactful
poetry on knowledge, truth, atonement, and personal responsibility through deliberate
word choices. This stylistic analysis analyzes language choices through a close
examination of the deliberate use of metaphorical language that evokes a visceral
response. The narrative’s urgency is enhanced by its rhythmic and easily understandable
structure, which mirrors the speaker’s internal tensions.
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Introduction

The word stylistics comes from the word style. Many styles are defined by a field
of study known as stylistics. It makes reference to the study of appropriate word or
language usage in sentences and written works. Widdowson (1975, p. 3) defines stylistics
as “the examination of literary discourse through a language lens.” He added that stylistic
similarities exist between linguistics and literary criticism. It doesn't have a separate branch
of its own (at least not yet). Additionally, he claims that, as its morphological construction
implies, stylistics includes both literary criticism and linguistics: the style- ties it to the
former or the shape is to the writing method.

For some people, style means different things. According to Carter (1989, p. 14),
language levels often determine style. Every genre is distinct because every text and work
of writing is different from the others on a number of levels. The study of style, according
to Haynes (1989, p. 3), consists of identifying differences between what was said and what
might have been expressed. Variety is another name for the style. Style is the way of
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expressing yourself that varies depending on the situation. Its versatility defines style
according to one's subject of study.

Gregory Lynn Valentine Jr.'s "This Cruel Cruel World" is a moving examination of
the difficulties and hardships that define the human experience. The poet explores issues
of knowledge, truth, redemption, and the results of one's actions in a succinct but powerful
stanza. The term alone suggests a world that might be harsh and demanding, giving off an
air of brutal realism.

Poetry by Gregory Lynn Valentine Jr., "This Cruel Cruel World," is a powerful work
that invites readers to reflect on life and humanity. The title alone foreshadows a deep
analysis of the unpleasant facts and difficulties that come with being human. Valentine
crafts a story that explores themes of knowledge, truth, atonement, and the momentous
nature of individual decisions through the deft use of language and poetic tropes.

By closely examining the subtleties of Valentine's artistic vision, this analysis seeks
to reveal the layers of meaning that are embedded in "This Cruel Cruel World". We
investigate the ways in which the poet expresses the urgency and intensity of the human
struggle in the poems by analysing the language, metaphorical expressions, and structural
components. Valentine's deft prose allows readers to traverse the poem's emotional terrain,
promoting a greater comprehension of the profound ideas weaved throughout "This Cruel
Cruel World."

The poem's little length does not lessen its impact; on the contrary, it gives the
verses, where each word has a meaning, a layer of intensity. Valentine makes stylistic
decisions in language, imagery, and structure that enhance the poem's emotional impact.
The clear language and succinct sentences give the reader a sense of immediacy and
encourage them to interact.

As the poem goes on, you can feel the speaker's internal struggle. A sensation of
vulnerability is created by framing the decision between right and wrong in the setting of
loneliness and fuzzy vision. The poet expertly uses a rhythmic and uncomplicated
structure, reflecting the speaker's decisions' contrasted simplicity and complexity.

The poem's central theme centers on the ability of choice to transform. Alone with
the difficulties of life, the speaker struggles with the fallout from past deeds and looks for
a way to turn right. The quest for self-discovery and atonement is embodied in the
metaphor of traveling through tunnels toward the light. Gregory Lynn Valentine Jr. Goes
beyond the traditional parameters of poetry in “This Cruel Cruel World,” crafting an
enduring work that speaks to readers from a wide range of backgrounds. The poem invites
reflection on the complex threads that bind us in this mysterious and frequently difficult
world, acting as a poignant reminder of our shared humanity. We may understand
Valentine’s skill and his profound portrayal by dissecting these stylistic characteristics and
revealing the poem’s subtle levels of significance.

Literature Review

According to Leech and Short (1981, p. 13), The (linguistic) study of style is known
as stylistics. It is rarely done for its own sake, only as an exercise in characterizing how
language is used. They went on to say that the main objectives of studying stylistics are to
comprehend the linguistic components and investigate the meanings of the text. A
linguistic approach for analyzing literary texts is stylistics, according to Short and Candling
(1989, p. 183). As such, it represents a fundamental principle of the main course’s
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philosophy, which is the fusion of language and literary studies. Widdowson (1975, p. 3)
defined stylistics as the linguistic study of literary discourse. He claimed that the
connecting strategy is what sets stylistics, linguistics, and literary criticism apart.
Moreover, he asserts that stylistics is situated between linguistics and literary analysis.
Carter (1988, p. 161) shares Widdowson’s way of thinking. He also asserted that stylistics
acts as a bridge between literature and linguistics. The analysis of language’s rhetorical
and syntactic devices that produce expressive or literary style is known as stylistics.
Consequently, stylistics is a branch of research that integrates literary criticism and
linguistics, as evidenced by its morphological structure.

Style can refer to a wide range of concepts both inside and outside of literary texts.
The phrase’s usage is a common source of trouble. Style without being aware of its
definition. Leech (1969) described style as “the way that something is written, spoken, or
executed.” It addresses sentence structure, word choice, and polite speech. Personality and
style typically go hand in hand. One’s thoughts are reflected in their style. It provides an
explanation of the writing and speaking styles of an individual. The word originates from
the Latin “elocutio,” which translates to “style and Diction” in Greek as “lexis.” The term
“elocution” refers to the way a language is spoken and written. As per Leech and Short
(1981, p. 10), the definition of “style” is indisputable. It is a strategy for employing language
in a specific situation and for a specific goal. Birch (1989) asserts that there is a maximum
number of words that can be used to define language and style (1989, p. 10). He is
convinced that these terms have unique, unusual meanings. It is defined as the selection of
terms from a vast linguistic repertoire by Leech and Short (1981), page 11. Style is most
closely related to written literary works, though it can be found in spoken, written, literary,
and nonliterary forms of language. Style, according to Leech and Short (1981, p. 15), is the
“dress of thoughts and ideas” It is the author’s method of ensuring that the reader
understands their point. It is the writer's duty to communicate the meanings in an
intelligible and clear manner. Sentence types, phonological devices, lexical variety,
morphological varieties, rhetorical words, semantic terms, and even semiotic concepts and
expressions can all be used to analyze stylistic variations.

Material and Methods

Investigate how the phonological and morphological features of the poem reflect
the social and cultural context of the poem.

Data Collection

The original text of the Poem “This Cruel Cruel World” by Gregory Lynn Valentine
Jr

Varying degrees of stylistic analysis

The many stages of stylistic analysis are as follows:
Results and Discussion
Phonology

According to Lodge (2009, p. 8), “Phonology is the study of language systems, with
a focus on how a language’s sounds convey different meanings. According to Ofuya (2007,
p- 14), Phonology is the study of how English speech sounds are arranged into a system.
It focuses on word usage in sentences, rhyme schemes, and sound patterns.”
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Phonological

The poem "This Cruel Cruel World" by Gregory Lynn Valentine Jr. exhibits several
phonological devices that contribute to its overall sound and musicality.

Morphology

According to Mark and Kirsten (2005, p.1), morphology is the branch of linguistics
that studies words, their internal structure, and their formation. It also refers to the mental
system that is involved in word construction. The morphological process of word
construction involves prefixing and suffixing the root words.

Lexico-Syntax

It is made up of two separate words: syntax and lexis. Lexis is the vocabulary used
for any purpose in a language or writing. Syntax is the process of combining words to form
phrases and sentences, or sentence building. Stylistics are used in sentence construction
just as they are in literary style. Lexico-syntactic patterns can be found in a variety of ways,
such as through repetition, word removal, and irregular or inverted word ordering.
Tillerman (1998, p. 1) states that lexico-syntactic choices are produced by means of Stylistic
devices such as the stacking of common and uncommon collocates, old words, certain parts
of speech, metaphor, alliteration, simile, oxymoron, and so on.

Elements in stylistic analysis

The elements of the levels of analysis are discussed briefly.
Phonological devices
Rhyme

The poem exhibits a consistent end rhyme scheme, with alternate lines rhyming
with each other. The rhyme scheme follows an ABAB pattern, creating a regular and
structured flow. Examples of rhymes in the poem include "Truth"/"Lose," "Done"/"1,"
"Decision"/"Vision," and "Breath"/"Death."

Alliteration

Alliteration, or the repeating of first initial consonants sounds, is used in the poem
to add musicality and emphasis. Examples of alliteration in the poem include "Starving For
Knowledge," "Blinded By Pain," "Save Another's Soul," and "Last Chance To Win."

Assonance

The repeating of vowel sounds within words or phrases is referred to as assonance.
Assonance is used in the poem to produce sonic harmony and internal rhyme. An example
of assonance is found in the line "To Make Things Right," where the long "a" sound is
repeated.

Symbolism

Symbolism is a literary device in which a word, character, object, or idea is used to
represent anything imaginative other than its literal meaning.

548



Pakistan Languages and Humanities Review (PLHR) October-December, 2023, Vol. 7, No. 4

For example, in poem "Tunnels Toward the Light" can be seen as a symbol for the
path to enlightenment or positive change.

Meter and Rhythm

The poem doesn't strictly adhere to a specific meter, such as iambic pentameter or
trochaic tetrameter. However, it maintains a rhythmic quality through a mixture of
stressed and unstressed syllables. The rhythm varies from line to line, creating a natural
and conversational flow.

Repetition

The repetition of phrases such as "Starving for Knowledge" and "Starving For
Truth" not only add Phonetic Devices: "Chancerao" is a potential instance of wordplay or
phonetic creativity, as it seems to be a fusion of "chance" and "chanceds emphasis but also
contributes to the musicality and rhythm of the poem.

Morphological devices
Reduplication

The repeated use of the word "cruel" in the title and throughout the poem ("This
Cruel Cruel World") employs reduplication for emphasis and intensification.

Compounding

The phrase "Starving For Knowledge" showcases compounding, where two or
more words combine to form a new word or phrase with a distinct meaning.

Derivation

While not as prominent, there are examples of derivation in the poem. For instance,
the word "starving" is derived from the verb "starve" through the addition of the suffix "-
ing," transforming it into an adjective.

Inflectional Endings

The poem doesn't heavily rely on inflectional endings, which modify words to
indicate grammatical categories. However, the word "Dues" demonstrates the use of the
plural inflectional ending "-s."

Lexico-syntactic devices
Parallelism

The poem utilizes parallelism, which involves the repetition of similar grammatical
structures, to create a rhythmic and balanced effect. For instance, in the lines "Starving For
Knowledge Starving For Truth" and "In This Life, We Either Win Or We Lose," the
repetition of the phrase structure emphasizes the contrasting concepts and adds a sense of
symmetry to the poem.

Ellipsis

There are instances of ellipsis, where words or phrases are omitted, allowing the
reader to fill in the missing elements. For example, in the line "I've Payed Dues For The
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Wrong I've Done," the verb "have" is omitted but understood, making the line more concise
and impactful.

Repetition

The repetition of phrases such as "This Cruel Cruel World" and "Starving For
Knowledge Starving For Truth" emphasizes and reinforces the poem's central ideas. This
repetition serves to highlight the intensity of the emotions and struggles expressed by the
speaker.

Antithesis

The poem employs antithesis, which involves the juxtaposition of contrasting ideas,
to convey the dichotomy between positive and negative aspects of life. For instance, the
line "In This Life, We Either Win Or We Lose" presents a clear opposition between winning
and losing, emphasizing the binary nature of existence.

Descriptive Language

The poem incorporates vivid and descriptive language to evoke emotions and
paint a vivid picture. Phrases such as "Blinded By Pain" and "To Taste One Last Kiss From
A Beautiful Girl" create powerful images and engage the reader's senses.

In contrast

The duality that results from the contrast between success and failure in life
represents the innate difficulties and uncertainties of the human experience.

Repetition and Finality

The poem’s emotional weight is increased by the narrator’s final day being
mentioned and the line “It's My Last” being repeated. These details accentuate a sense of
finality.

Euphony and Cacophony

There’s a balance of euphony (harmonious sounds) and cacophony (harsh sounds)
in the poem. For example, the repetition of “Starving” and “Truth” creates a melodious
effect, while phrases like “Blinded By Pain” evoke a sense of dissonance.

First-person Storytelling

Because the poem is written in the first person, readers can empathize with the
narrator’s feelings and experiences, giving the poetry a more intimate and personal tone.

Other terms
Nouns Pronouns Adverbs Adjectives Pl‘,’ ssessive
ronoun

Words that To prevent Anadverbisa Anadjectiveisa A pronoun that
designate using the same sentence component of denotes
persons, places, nouns element that speech that possession or
objects, or repeatedly, describes or gives more ownership s
concepts are pronouns are alters an details about a called a
called nouns. words that adjective, noun or
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either refer to verb, or other pronoun's possessive
or substitute adverbs. features, pronoun.
nouns in characteristics,
sentences. or attributes in
order to modify
or characterize
it.
Knowledge, We, I (used Alone, Only, Cruel My (possessive
Truth, Life, throughout the All (used asan (implicitly pronoun)
Dues, Wrong, poem), My adverb in "all mentioned in
Forgiveness, (possessive alone"). the phrase "This
Mom, Decision, pronoun), Cruel Cruel
Clarity, Vision, Another's, It's World"), My
Pain, Abuse, (contraction for (possessive
Time, Path, '"Itis"). adjective),
Things, Light, Wrong, My
Soul, Fight, (possessive
Chance, Race. adjective),
Clarity, Blurry,
Painful,
Abusive, Last,
Tight.

In conclusion, a wide range of nouns, pronouns, adverbs, adjectives, and possessive
pronouns are used throughout the poem. These components support the poem's overall
portrayal of the speaker's feelings, experiences, and reflections.

Introduction to the Poem

The poem "This Cruel Cruel World" by Gregory Lynn Valentine Jr presents a
reflective and introspective exploration of the struggles and choices faced by the speaker
within the complexities of life. The poem opens with a sense of yearning and hunger for
knowledge and truth, conveying a deep desire to understand and navigate the world
around them.

The speaker acknowledges the dichotomy of life, where one can either experience
victory or defeat, highlighting the inevitability of facing consequences for past actions.
They express a longing for forgiveness, seeking solace and redemption, with their mother
serving as a source of hope and support.

The poem delves into the speaker's personal journey, as they confront the
challenges of making decisions and grappling with their own emotions. They describe a
state of confusion and pain, having endured abuse, and emphasize the pivotal moment
when they must make a crucial choice.

As the poem progresses, the speaker contemplates the path they should take to
make amends and set things right. They envision a journey toward enlightenment,
symbolized by walking down tunnels toward the metaphorical "light." The speaker finds
purpose in striving to save the souls of others, recognizing the value of fighting for what
is right, even when faced with a tight race against time.

The poem evokes a sense of urgency and fragility as the speaker holds onto each
breath, fighting for redemption before their eventual demise. During their struggle, they
express a yearning for a final connection, longing to experience one last kiss from a
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beautiful girl, before ultimately acknowledging that this day marks their last in this cruel
world.

Thematic analysis

Gregory Lynn Valentine Jr.’s poetry “This Cruel Cruel World” delves into themes
of hardship, atonement, and the intricacy of the human condition. This is a thematic
interpretation of the poem:

Struggle and Adversity

The poem eloquently captures the narrator’s struggles and tribulations in a terrible
world. The reference to making amends for past wrongs and experiencing maltreatment
alludes to a life of hardship and misfortune.

Clarity and Decision-Making

The poem emphasizes the significance of making decisions in life. The narrator
muses about being given the freedom to make important decisions on their own. The
contrast between their perception of clarity and their realization that their vision was hazy
highlights the difficulty in making the proper decisions and choosing the correct course.

Redemption and the Quest for Righteousness

The narrator expresses a desire for redemption and making amends for past
mistakes. The theme of walking down tunnels toward the light symbolizes a journey
towards righteousness and a better life. The emphasis on saving another’s soul reflects a
broader commitment to positive change and making a difference in the lives of others.

Death and Finality

The narrator of the poem faces the impending possibility of dying, giving the poem
a feeling of finality. Phrases like “My Last Day” and “My Last Chance” express the
urgency. This theme highlights how ephemeral life is and gives the story a poignant new
depth.

Love and Beauty

The poem presents the idea of love and beauty, especially in reference to the need
for a final kiss from a stunning woman. This component lends a human and emotional
touch, implying that despite adversity and the severity of the outside world, there is a
yearning for beautiful and meaningful moments.

Isolation and Loneliness

The narrator’s description of being left on their own to make decisions accentuates
the poem’s sense of loneliness and isolation. This subject adds to the poem’s general
depressing atmosphere.

Life’s Uncertainties

The narrator of the poem acknowledges the unpredictable nature of their voyage
while reflecting on life’s uncertainties. The close race demonstrates how unstable their
search for atonement is.
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Text of the Poem

This Cruel Cruel World
Starving For Knowledge Starving For Truth,
In This Life, We Either Win Or We Lose,
I've Payed Dues For The Wrong I've Done,
I Looked For Forgiveness My Mom The Only 1,
I Was Left All Alone To Make My Decision,
I Thought I Had Clarity But I Had Blurry Vision,
Blinded By Pain I Was Suffering From Abuse,
Now It Was My Time To Take Time To Choose
What Path Do I Take To Make Things Right,
Walking Down Tunnels Toward The Light,
To Save Another's Soul Is Worth The Fight,
It's My Last Chance To Win The Race Is Tight
Holding On To Every Single Shallow Breath,
Fighting For Redemption Before My Death,
To Taste One Last Kiss From A Beautiful Girl,
It Was My Last Day In This Cruel Cruel World,
By ; Gregory Lynn Valentine Jr

Rhyme scheme & mete

The poem "This Cruel Cruel World" by Gregory Lynn Valentine Jr follows a
consistent rhyming scheme throughout, specifically an AABB pattern. Here is a breakdown
of the rhyming scheme:

Verse 1:
Knowledge (A)
Truth (A)

Lose (B)

Done (B)
Verse 2:
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Decision (A)
Vision (A)
Abuse (B)
Choose (B)
Verse 3:
Right (A)
Light (A)
Fight (B)
Tight (B)
Verse 4:
Breath (A)
Death (A)
Girl (B)
World (B)
Conclusion

In conclusion, the stylistic analysis of the poem "Starving for Knowledge Starving
For Truth" by Gregory Lynn Valentine Jr reveals several noteworthy elements. The poem
employs a concise and impactful language style, utilizing repetition, parallelism, and vivid
imagery to convey the speaker's internal struggles and quest for redemption.

The repetition of phrases such as "Starving for Knowledge Starving for Truth" and
"This Cruel Cruel World" emphasizes the intensity of the speaker's desires and the harsh
realities they face. Parallelism is employed to create a balanced and rhythmic effect,
reinforcing the contrasting ideas presented throughout the poem.

The poem's use of vivid imagery, such as walking down tunnels toward the light
and fighting for redemption before death, engages the reader's senses and evokes strong
emotions. It portrays the speaker's determination and the significance they attach to saving
others and seeking forgiveness. the poem showcases a reflective and introspective tone,
exploring themes of struggle, decision-making, and the fleeting nature of life. Through its
stylistic devices, the poem effectively captures the reader's attention, conveying the depth
of the speaker's emotions and their urgent quest for redemption in the face of a cruel world.
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